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For Friends’ Review. 


RITES UNDER THE NEW DISPENSATION 
JOHN vi. 63. 


BY MARY ELIZABETH BECK, 


(Continued from page 19 ) 
_ The very idea of a sacrament contains in 
itself that of a priest to administer it, but 
the atoning death of Cbrist strikes at the 
root of all human priesthood, except that 
common to all believers who offer spiritual 
sacrifices. This is a very important point. 
Dr. Arnold, with his usual far-sightedness, 
perceives a tendency to a serious error in 
this direction. He held that the main truth 
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of the Christian religion barred for all time 
the very notion of a mediatorial or sacrifi- 
cial priesthood. He held there was and 
could be but one priesthood, that of Christ, 
and that there was no point of the priestly 
office, properly so-called, in which the claim 
of the earthly priest was not absolutely pre- 
cluded. A priesthood (in the sense in which 
that word is used by some modern ritual- 
ists), he regards as a high dishonor to our 
true Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ. But 


'|Dr. Arnold went still farther, and the 


following remarks will bear an applica- 
tions perhaps beyond his own intention, 
while refuting all attempts to stereotype the 
words of our Lord, as though they were in- 
tended to be a binding statute to be literally 
observed to the end of time. ‘‘ He laid 
down,” says his biographer, “the broad 
principles that commands given in the Bible 
to one man or to one generation are, and can 
be, binding upon other men and other gen- 
erations only so far forth as the cireum- 
stances in which both are placed are similar, 
and that the revelations of God to man 
were gradual and adapted to his state at the 
several periods when they were successively 
made. This principle of accommodation is 
distinctly recognized by Christ Himself, and 
it will always be applied by strong and 
honest natures.” We must ever bear in 
mind that Christianity was distinguished 
from every other religion by its universal 
character. The veil of the temple rent in 
twain at Christ’s death, signified the “‘ open- 
ing of the kingdom of heaven to all believ- 
ers,” and for this very reason nothing of 
a merely local type could circumscribe it. 
“Its catholicity and demand for unity for- 
bade its being encumbered with a ceremo- 
nial law.” Herein lies, as we conceive, 
the strongest part of our argument when 
we suggest that those passages in the New 
Testament, whether derived from our 
Lord or His Apostles, which appear to 
many to indicate a permanent obligation in 
the celebration of Baptism and the Supper, 
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have been misunderstood and diverted from 
their true meaning. Nor is the Society of 
Friends alone in this view. Hibbard, the 
Methodist writer on Baptism, says: ‘‘God 
sent forth His Son, the great Teacher, to 
abolish the elemental system, to mature the 
conceptions of truth and to complete the il- 
lumination of the human mind. These ele- 
mental principles, once mastered by the mind, 
could be easily applied to various subjects 
at will, while the external machinery, which 
was the means of imparting them, could be 
dispensed with.” 

This “external machinery,” like the shell 
that encloses the embryo bird, or the cov- 
ering that protects the tender germ, might 
have had its use in the transition days of 
the Christian church, when the first promul- 
gators of the new faith were scarcely eman- 
cipated from their Jewish cerementsinto the 
glorious liberty of the gospel. But that 
which during the period of immaturity acted 
the part of the shell, would be burst into 
fragments by the pressure of the young life 
within, when the bird was ready to soar 
untrammeled into the skies. 

How slow were the disciples in learning 
their own freedom. It needed a vision 


from heaven to teach Peter that “to the 
Gentiles also God had granted repentance 


unto life.” With the Apostle Paul this lib- 
eration from all Jewish bondage and every 
ceremonial rite seems to have been as com- 
plete as his conversion. ‘ Ye observe 
days and months and times and years,”’ he 
said sadly when writing to his Galatian 
converts. ‘I am afraid of you lest I have 
bestowed on you labor in vain.” Even in 
his allusions to what is called the “ Lord’s 
Supper,” his principal aim seems to have 
been to blame them for holding a profess- 
edly religious feast with such shameful 
abuses. The very expression, “As often as 
ye may drink of it,” implies, as has been 
remarked by a clergyman, the author of the 
pamphlet called ‘‘ The Two Sacraments no 
Institution of Christ,’ an indefinite limited 
period of time during which, when they ate 
the passover bread or cake, they were to do 
it in remembrance of Christ as being the 
antitype involved in the passover, and when 
they drank of the passover cup to do it in 
remembrance of its representing the 
New Covenant in His blood. There 
seems to be no necessary reference by 
the apostle to a new institution here, but 
merely the transference of new associations 
to an old feast shortly to pass away. It is 
an interesting confirmation of this view to 
find that a sect existing in Western Asia 
from 600 to 900 A. D., called the Paulicians, 
held that the eating of the flesh and drink. 


ing of the blood of Christ consisted simply | 
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in the coming into vital union with Him 
through His doctrines, His word, which 
were His true flesh and blood. They also 
maintained that it was by no means Christ's 
intention to institute baptism by water as q 
perpetual ordinance, but by baptism He 
meant only the baptism of the Spirit, for by 
His teachings He communicated Himself ag 
the living water for the thorough cleansing 
of the entire human nature. We are told 
by Neander that all dissenters from the 
Romish Church from 500 to 1100, rejected 
water baptism. Schwenkfeld, a Silesian no- 
bleman, in the time of Luther, who studied 
the Scriptures day and night, expresses the 
belief that it was not intended that the 
spiritual eating of the Lord’s Supper should 
be tied to such outward eating and drinking, 
and be never partook of it bimself or ree. 
ommended it to his followers, though he left 
them to their liberty. His wordsare, “The 
eternal High Priest, Jesus Christ, invites 
the believing table-guests unto holiness, and 
it is tied to no outward thing. As often as 
a man receives Divine sweetness in Christ, 
so often he keeps the Lord’s Supper with 
Christ. We shall also strive that we may 
keep it daily with Him.” 

Erasmus says, “ Read the New Testa- 
ment through, you will not find in it any 
precept which pertains to ceremonies. Cer- 
emonies give rise to differences, from love 
flows peace. Love alone Christ calls His 
precept.” J.C. Ryle, the well-known cler. 
gy man, who compiled ‘‘Hymns for the,chureb 
on earth,” while mentioning that out of the 
twenty-seven books of the New Testament, 
only two say avything which can be ad- 
duced in favor of the continuance of the 
Supper, further remarks, “I want you to ob 
serve that you will not find the Lord, in any 
of these Epistles (viz., those of John and the 
Revelation), dwelling upon church covenants 
or ceremonies. He says nothing about sac 
rifices or ordinances. He makes no mention 
of liturgies or forms. He does not instruct 
Jobn to write one word about baptism or 
the Lord’s Supper.’ Myers, too, from whom 
we have before quoted, justly observes, 
“ Except in that passage in St. Paul’s letter 
to the church at Corinth, where excess called 
forth rebuke, the Lord’s Supper is not men- 
tioned in any one of the Apostolic epistles. 
Continually have the holy Apostles to exhort 
to a renewing of the mind, and to encourage 
to increase of faith by a display of Christian 
resources, and yet in no one solitary instance 
do they hold forth the act of the commemoe 
ration of the Lord’s death as among the 
chiefest. Most remarkable is it that he who 
was considered the likest to his Master, and 
knew best His will, never once, either in bis 
Gospel or his three Epistles, alludes to the 
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Lord’s Supper whether as a rite of worship 
or as @ means of grace.”’ 


(To be concluded.) 


For Friends’ Review. 
THE PHILADELPHIA MINT. 

A previous account gave some description 
of the processes through which gold and sil- 
ver pass in being converted into coin, and 
ushered us into the Cabinet of the Mint. 
This occupies two large adjoining rooms in 
the second story of the building. Here isa 
collection of modern coins from almost all 
parts of the world, as well as very many 
specimens of ancient coinage. That the Cab- 
inet should have a complete set of U. S. coins 
would of course be expected, but those who 
had not thought of the matter will be sur- 
prised at the great number and variety of 
them. Every year has varied the date, at 
least, for every kind of coin used, while the 
designs, inscriptions and weight of the re- 
spective pieces have also been frequently 
changed. One set of silver dollars was struck 
in 1804, and not approved by authority, so 
that but few specimens were produced. Be 
ing so rare they have a fabulous price assign- 
ed them by collectors. 

A set of Japanese coins shows the old 
styles, among which is a large gold piece, 
perhaps three and a half inches long by two 
wide, and marked with black ink by the coin- 
erto indicate its genuineness. Others are 
small oblong pieces of metal stamped to fix 
their value. But beneath these is a.set of 
beautiful coins, nearly similar in size and 
value to U. S. coins, and of admirable de- 
signs prepared under a native officer, whose 
photograph surmounts the case. 

Gold, silver and copper have been used as 
& means of exchange for land and merchan- 
dise from a very remote period. The metals 
were often made into rings, and weighed 
when used as money. Onold Egyptian mon- 
uments are pictures of persons weighing 
money in this form. The ancient Celts bad 
similar rings of gold, which are believed to 
have been used for money. On the clay tab- 
ets. of Assyria and Babylon are references 
to money being weighed to pay for lands. 
Abimelech gave Abraham ‘a thousand 
(pieces) of silver,” called shekels, apparently 
from the weight of that denomination, used 
0 weighthem, but the piece were not coins 
of fixed worth and name. Again when Abra 
ham bought the cave of Macpelah, he paid 
Epbron, the Hittite, four hundred shekels of 
silver, and weighed it in the presence of the 
sous of Heth. The silver was “‘ current with 
the merchants,” but not stamped to mark its 
value,—it was uncoined money. Jacob also 
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bought a parcel of a field at Shalem, for“ an 
hundred pieces of money,” or in the margin 
‘“‘Jambs.”’ 

Weights were often cast in the form of 
animals in ancient days, and it may be that 
the sum given by Jacob balanced one hun- 
dred of these weights in the shape of a lamb. 

Coins, however, are pieces of metal of fix- 
ed weight and value, and stamped with some 
mark by government authority, to certify 
this fact. Such coinscannot be traced further 
back than the 9th century before Christ. 

The Greeks, and among them the Ly- 
dians, are supposed to have been the first 
people who coined money, about 700 or 800 
before our era, and they carried the art to 
as great perfection as any people of antiquity. 
The Mint collection has a series of old 
Greek coins, of which one of gina is sup- 
posed to be about 2500 years old. Another 
of this series is a silver tetradrachm of 
Athens. The deviceis a head of Minerva, 
and the reverse a large ow! with the initials 
of Athensaroundit. Itis from 21 to 23 cent- 
uries old. Another has on its reverse the 
ground plan of a labyrinth. A fine series of 
Roman coins is also shown. 

The earliest coins mentioned in the Bible 
are referred to by Ezra and Nehemiah, and 
were the daric of Persia. Specimens of this 
coin are in the Mint collection. 

A specimen of the “ Mite,” such «ws was 
thrown into the treasury by the poor widow, 
is an interesting object. It is a small cop- 
per coin, black with age and rust, but recalls 
a touching scene. Another curious piece is 
the famous one struck at the Mint of Phila- 
delpbia, in Asia Minor, at least two thousand 
years ago. It bears a picture of Diana asa . 
huntress, with a bow in the right hand, and 
the left drawing an arrow from the quiver 
on ber shoulder. The inscription is, ‘‘ Diana: 
friend of Philadelphians, (her) temple-sweep- 
ers.” This has a singular interest in con- 
nection with the story recorded in Acis xix, 
The Town-clerk at Ephesus in quieting the 
tumult raised against the Christians, said, 
‘* What man is there that knoweth not how 
that the city of the Ephesians is a worshipper 
(margin, temple-sweeper) of the great god- 
dess Diana.’”’ It was esteemed an honor to be 
even called a sweeper of the temple of this 
great idol, which, after all, was “ nothing in 
the world.”” Another curious"coin is a Maneh 
of Ptolemy Philadelphbus, king of Egypt, B.C. 
284—246. It bears a head of Arsinoé, his 
wife ard sister, and the niece of Alexander 
the Great. It was found in Assyria in 1856. 
A penny of Ethelbert, king of Kent and 
brother of Alfred the Great, who died in 
866, bas interest for us as descendants of 
English ancestry ; while a series of Siamese 
coins, lumps from the size of a large bullet 
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down to that of a small bird-shot, ‘Heearetns| not of one moment but of a life-time ; agree. 


how some nations have lacked inventiveness, 
or they would not have used such inconve- 
nient coins for long periods. 

The Cabinet has also a fine collection of 
medals, commemorative of distinguished per- 
sons or important events. 

All the engraving for medals and cutting 
of dies for the several U. S. Mints are done 
at this establishment. This art is older than 
that of coining. The signets or seals of 
kings were engraved at a very early period 


in Egypt, and when Moses made the Taber- | 


nacle, the jewels which adorned the High 
Priest’s garments were engraved with the 
graving of a signet. One of the assurances 
of God’s undying love to Jerusalem as rep- 
resenting faithful believers, was, ‘‘I have 
graven thee upon the palms of My hands.” 

Christians should be purified like refined 
gold ; their character not spurious but stamp- 
ed with the imprint of their King; and they 
should have the double impress of assurance 
that “ the Lord knoweth them thatare His,” 
and that ‘‘every one that nameth the name 
of Christ departs from iniquity.” 


oO 


JACOB SCHOONERHOVEN ON SANCTIFI- 
CATION. 


“Ir is forty years,” said he, “since my 
brother Theodore and myself experienced 
religion. Soon after our conversion he pro- 
fessed sanctification, and urged me to seek 
for it. I considered the subject. Theodore, 


after being sanctified, was more forward, | 


more confident, but no more disinterested. 
He was greedy of gain, and shrewd in spec- 
ulation, taking advantage of his keen per- 
“ception to amass wealth ; having bis consti- 
tutional selfishness still strong, still blinding 
his judgment, and causing him to think he 
ought to be favored with all good fortune ; 
men ought to work for him cheap ; he ought 
to receive higher wages than others for 
public service or mechanical labor; what 
he sells ought to bring a higher price; what 
he buys ought to be got for little. My 
brother has never scrupled to buy property 
at a low price which he knew was about to 
rise in value, and to sell at a high price that 
which was about to fall; he bas not scrupled 


to buy, as cheap as possible, young animals | 


of great promise, from men who knew not 
their value, and to shift off young animals 
of no promise to men who knew not their 
worthblessness. All this, he said, was accord- 
ing to law, upheld by public sentiment, and 
agreeable to his conscience. I considered 
the subject of sanctification in the light of 
loving God with all my heart, and loving 


my neighbor as myself—not so much a work | 








ment, union, and harmony with God; self 
lost in humanity; self lost in God; living 
for the honor of God and for human welfare, 
at all times, seven days in a week, three 
hundred and sixty-five in a vear; at all 
places, at home and abroad ; in the sanctuary, 
at the mill or at the market; in all business; 
laboring, buying, or selling. 

“T went into the woods and prayed for 
sanctification, when the Lord said, ‘ Jacob, 
dost thou love My will, My law, and My 
government with all thy heart?’ I said, ‘I 
do, Lord;’ and the Lord said, ‘ Dost thou 
love thy neighbour as thyself?’ I answered, 
‘I do, Lord.’ The Lord said: ‘ Very well, 
and now, Jacob, prove thy word in thy life.’ 
A week after this I took down a book on 
military science, and was reading, having a 
great ambition for martial fame. The Lord 
said, ‘Jacob, remember thy word.’ I saw 
my ambition was self; I dropped the book, 
and never took it up again. I had made an 
arrangement to join a lodge of Masons, was 
on my way, riding fast, when the Lord said, 
‘Jacob, remember thy word.’ I saw that 
my desire to be a mason was self; I turned 
and rode home. [ had coveted two colts 
which I knew would become horses of great 
value. They were rough and lean, and the 
owner, not knowing their value, would sell 
them low. I was on my way to buy them. 
The Lord said, ‘Jacob, remember thy word.’ 
I saw I was not loving my neighbor as 
myself; I went on, and said: ‘ Peter, keep 
your colts ; they will make the most valuable 
horses among all I know.’ Peter said: ‘1 
did not think them valuable; but I believe 
you, for you and your brother know more 
about horses than any men I ever saw; I 
would give a thousand dollars for your 
knowledge. But now, Schoonerhoven, the 
fact is, I mast sell them to save my house 
and land, which is mortgaged.’ ‘I will 
lend you the money,’ I said, ‘to save your 
house; keep your colts.’ He did keep 
them, and finally sold them for five hundred 
dollars. 

“ A man came to me to buy some city lots. 
I was about to take the price he offered, 
when the Lord said, ‘Jacob, remember thy 
word.’ I said, ‘Broderick, I cannot in 
conscience sell you those lots; that part of 
the city must fail in a few years.’ It did 
fail, and I turned those lots into a farm. 

“Thus my sanctification went on. These 
lessons were never forgotten ; self was bat- 
ished from my buying and selling ; the quick 
discernment of the value of property, and 
the foresight of coming changes which the 
Creator had given me, I no more. used for 
mine own increase and wealth. It was 


of the emotions as of the judgment—a work | evident to me that no man could gain wealth 
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by speculation, and yet love his neighbor 
as himself. I have instructed hundreds of 
the honest, industrious poor, and kept them 
from the gins of speculators. My eye was 
single, my light increased, and my knowledge 
of right and wrong, of justice and humanity; 
my perception became keen to understand 
what was consistent with loving my neigh- 
bour as myself, to understand what it was 
to do to others as I would be done by. 

“One morning I was awakened by the 
Lord, ‘Jacob, arise and be sanctified. Re- 
member thy word.’ I arose, and coming 
from my lodging room I met a committee of 
three, informing me that for the part I took 
in an anti-slavery meeting, I must recant, or 
come to trial. 1 remembered my word, stood 
by my trial and was excluded. To be 
separated from the church of my early choice, 
tore my heart. The Lord said, ‘Jacob, 
lovest thou Me more than these?’ I an- 
swered, ‘ Yea, Lord, I love Thee more than 
all.’ The cause of temperance long before 
caused me a similar trial. 

“T had from early life set apart all of my 
income, above the plain support of my family, 
for charity, and with much prayer sought 
for the most needy. I had passed a day 
under the clear impression that a sore trial 
was coming. At evening I stopped in my 


barn and cried, ‘ Speak, Lord, for Thy ser 


vant heareth.’ The Lord said, ‘Jacob, art 
thou ready to be sanctified in the loss of all?’ 
I said, ‘ Yea, Lord, take all. Thou gavest, 
and if Thou takest away blessed be Thy 
name.’ 

“T answered a rap by stepping to the door. 
Three fugitive slaves, a mother and two 
daughters, were there. The mother mourn- 
fully said, ‘Will you send us back?’ And 
the Lord said, ‘Jacob, wilt thou obey My 
laws or the laws of man?’ I answered, ‘I 
will obey Thy laws, Lord.’ ‘Come in,’ I 
said. I Janded them in Canada. [ went to 
gaol, and lost all—bouse, land, herd, and 
flock. I have gathered a little by hard work 
inold age. This little cottage is mine, with 
afew acres of land. My God is reconciled, 
my peace is like a river, and my treasure is 
in heaven.” 

“‘T believe, Brother Schoonerhoven, that 
you do not profess sanctification. I never 
heard you speak of it.” 

“T never speak of it,” said Jacob; “ the 
Word has become a term of reproach. Selfish, 
wilful, proud men make high professions of 
sanctification. My brother Theodore is often 
teferred to as a model sanctified man. He 
has amassed a fortune of ahundred thousand 
dollars by speculation, has always sought 
popular favor and civil office; has ever 
remained pro-slavery, opposed to tue Maine 
law, and has gone with the most profane 
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and debauched political party. The judge, 
by whose decision I was stripped of all my 
posessions, professed sanctification. I deem 
it my duty to make no noisy professjons. 
We should, however, be sanctified every day 
in our volitions, motives, purposes, and 
designs; in our affections, in our temper 
and spirit; and in all our business transac- 
tions. All other sanctification is mere 
emotion, excitement, and enthusiasm; and 
is consistent with selfishness, cruel oppres- 
sion, and grinding the faces of the poor.”— 
Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. 


OUR LONDON LETTER. 


The subject of the Ministry came with 
much weight before our last Yearly Meeting 
on Ministry and Oversight. A minute was 
issued on the subject, pointing Friends to 
the need of a deep exercise for the souls of 
others, that when we come to meeting we, 
should not be occupied merely with our own 
needs, but should let our hearts dwell upon 
the needs of our brethren who meet with us. 
This minute bas been sent down in due 
course to the subordinate Meetings; it was 
read at London Quarterly Meetiag last 
month, and at the Morning Meeting on the 
26th inst. Many Friends spoke in harmony 
with the minute on each occasion. How 
needful it is that our minds be occupied in 
meeting, with a definite exercise of spirit, 
seeking the Lord, rather than with only 
a vague waiting, during which our thoughts 
so often wander. If our. own needs were 
the only object, we might as well, perhaps, 
remain in our own closet at home and wor- 
ship there: a great purpose of the congrega- 
tional meeting is that we should bear each 
other’s needs upon our hearts. We want, 
too, that each member should come in a 
spirit of prayer, not looking to some one or 
two to minister, but open to bear his or her 
share in the ministry in all simplicity. 
There is a danger of our ideas of worship 
assimilating to other forms of service,—good 
doubtless in their own way, but widely dif- 
fering from the simple gospel liberty of a 
Friends’ Meeting, where the Holy Spirit 
works on willing hearts. 

Nor let us think lightly of the small gifts. 
Sometimes a single text, uttered faithfully 
by one unaccustomed to speaking, has, as it 
were, set the note of the whole subsequent 
meeting. We should not, therefore, wait 
until we have large gifts entrusted to us, 
but use the one talent, not doubting that if 
one be used in simplicity, more will be 
added. 

Some of us are afraid of silence in our 
Meetings; this becomes a kind of bondage ; 
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we are uneasy if nothing be said for long 
together, wondering what people will think, 
etc. If our own hearts are not exercised for 
the good of the congregation, if we are not 
in earnest prayer for those about us, then 
there is something wrong with our worsbip, 
and we have need to be uneasy; we have 
need to set ourselves to seek the Lord and 
to learn His will. But if we are ao engaged 
and are deeply in earnest for others, and 
yet there is prolonged silence, and nothing 
is presented to us to offer, we are clear; 
and surely we can leave the Lord to do His 
own work without our being anxious about 
it. How does such useless anxiety, lest the 
Lord should not arrange the meeting to 
profit, spoil our own share in the meeting? 
Oh, for a simple faith! 

But this liberty which we enjoy in our 
meetings needs a watchful, prayerful over- 
sight on the part of some, lest it degenerate 
into license. We want plain, loving words 
of correction and caution as well as of en- 
couragement and cheer, that the treasure in 
eartbern vessels be not marred and evil 
spoken of, because of the frailty of the 
vessels. How easy it is to mistake the im- 
agination of our own hearts for the prompt- 
ings of the Holy Spirit! How hard to keep 
the spirits of the prophets subject to the 
prophets just in the right degree,—subject 
to their judgment and discretion. 

Yet those who seek sincerely to follow 
their Master, are richly provided for by 
Him; He passes over their little failings 
and proves Himself a tender and loving 
Shepherd to His sheep. The path of the 
ministry is a blessed path, but one we shall 
not tread without having to endure hard- 
ness, and those who enter upon it ought to 
be humble, willing not only to bumble them- 
selves before the Lord, but also to receive 
humbly the counsel of their brethren, be it 
good or evil, knowiag that their Lord will 
not suffer their service to be marred if they 
follow Him. Most of us have heard of the 
Elder, willing to take the burden from a 
Friend whose communications he believed to 
be unprofitable ; the Friend remained silent, 
but the Elder found the burden so heavy, 
that by and by he asked the minister to 
relieve bim of it and resume his offerings as 
he felt right. We want simplicity in giving 
and humility in receiving counsel, that the 
exercise of the gifts of the Spirit through 
human instruments, may be in harmony and 
power. 

Some information is to hand respecting 
ministers travelling abroad. Isaac Sharp 
wrote lutely from Tamatave, on the sea 
coast of Madagascar. He was about to set 
sail for Sydnzy, New South Wales. His 
letter expressed cheerful and thankful resig- 
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nation to the will of His Master; he had had 
interesting interviews with the Queen of 
Madagascar and with the Prime Minister, 
We hope to hear of him from Australia be. 
fore long. It is interesting to meet with 
tokens of the good done in these long mis- 
sionary journeys. Thus our friends who 
were lately in Norway found there a pre. 
cious remembrance of I. Sharp’s labors ; and 
a French missionary, arrived here from 
South Africa, speaks in affectionate and re- 
spectful terms of our dear friend whom he 
met in that country. 

Eliza Watson, of Iowa, accompanied by 
Mary E. Beck, has had a comfortable visit 
to Norway, but soon after arriving in Den- 
mark, she was taken poorly, and, the asthma 
increasing, was advised by the doctor con- 
sulted in Copenhagen to return to England, 
They returned accordingly to this country 
on 25th of Seventh month, and E. Watson 
is resting and recruiting her health, which 
had very much given way. She expects to 
stay some weeks in the North of England. 

John Fredk., and Alice Hansen feel that 
their work in Norway and Denmark is now 
concluded, and they hope, if possible, to re- 
turn to their home in time for the next 
Yearly Meeting of Iowa, in Ninth month. 
There is a great pressure of passengers 
crossing the Atlantic, but J. F. H., was 
hoping to secure a passage for about the 
11th instant. 

Dr. Besbara Manasseh has ended his visit 
in England, and started on the return jour- 
ney to Syria on 29th ult., hoping to resume 
his work at Braumana towards the end of 
this month. His stay in this country has 
been very helpful both to himself and to the 
Syrian Mission. As the first native Syrian 
Friend who has been to Europe, he has 
greatly interested Friends here, and we have 
learned to love him for his own and his 
work’s sake. He has taken with him 4 
stock of instruments and drugs for use in the 
extensive practice in which he is engaged 
amongst the villages of the Lebanon. 
London, Eighth mo. 5th. 





~~ o— 





I can say one thing: since my heart was 
touched at the age of seventeen, I believe I 
have never awakened from sleep, in sick: 
ness or in health, by day or night, with- 
out my first waking thought being how I 
might best serve the Lord.— Words of Eliz- 
abeth Fry on her death bed. 





THE word muslin comes from Mosul, a town of 
Asiatic Turkey, on the Tigris, not far from ancient 
Nineveh. The manufacture of cotton goods was 
there carried on in greater perfection. than in 
any other part of the Mohammedan dominions. 
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WHAT RELIGION HAS DONE FOR 
NEW YORK. 


As coming from a journalist and one 
thoroughly conversant with the world, the 
following testimony from Thurlow Weed 
has a special interest : 

Our city furnishes many examples of the 
beneficence of religion. Forty years ago a 
locality too well known as the “ Five 
Points,” with a population of several 
thousands, was the home of the vilest of 
the vile, and the resort for others equally 
debased. Men, women and children of all 
nationalities and colors herded together, dif. 
fering only in the degree of crime and the 
depths of profligacy habitually practiced. 
Their days were passed in either idleness or 
depredations. Their nights were spent in 
dance-house debaucheries. All healthy or 
wholesome influences were excluded. Chil- 
dren grew up to become either street-beggars 
or inmates of the almshouse, and their 
parents filled penitentiaries and prisons. 
These orgies continued year after year, de- 
fiant and agressive, until that Pandemonium 
was invaded by Christian men and women 
whose patience would not tire, whose 
courage was indomitable, and whose devo- 
tion bas been rewarded by 4 moral and 
religious reformation so complete that no 


portion of our city is now more quiet and 


orderly than the once dreaded “ Five 
Points.” Thousands of children then grow- 
ing up either vagabonds or culprits are now 
' attending schools, in which they are stimu- 
lated by precept and example to live indus- 
trious and virtuous lives. Instead, therefore, 
of sending forth idle, ignorant and vicious 
children to prey upon society, the destitute 
and orphan children of the “ Five Points,” 
prepared for usefulness by moral and 
religious training, find happy homes in our 
rapidly developing Western States and 
Territories. 

Again, eight years ago Water street and 
its surroundings eastward from Peck slip 
had a notoriety almost as uneviable as that 
of the ‘Five Points.’’ That region was 
rife with drunkenness, burglaries, pugilism 
and their kindred vices. Jerry McAuley 
was conspicuous in all that was wicked and 
demoralizing. He had the reputation of 
being a terror to the precinct, a reputation 
which, by his own confession, was deserved. 
But this disturber of the public peace was 
converted, and then he resolved to devote 
the remainder of his life to the service of 
his Master. For a long time the hisses and 
howls of his former associates seriously 
disturbed his meetings, but courage, perse- 
Verance and patience finally prevailed, and 
his work now progresses without interruption. 
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The general character of the neighborhood 
has been improved; its social and moral 
tone and atmosphere bave been purified. 
Sailors’ boarding-houses have been reformed. 
Sailors now carry their Bibles with them to 
sea. Muvody and Sankey hyms are sung in 
forecastles. Hundreds of half-naked and 
hungry wives and children, by the conver- 
sion of drunken busbands and fathers, now 
rejoice in comfortable and happy homes. 
The Mission Church is crowded every week- 
day and evening, and three times on Sunday, 
with intelligent Christian men and women, 
who, rescued from garrets and gutters, are 
now reputable citizens, enjoying the fruits 
of their industry, and relating with grateful 
hearts the miseries of their past, the joys of 
their present, and the hopes of their future. 
By all who “went to scoff, but remained to 
pray,” Jerry McAuley and his exemplary 
wife are regarded with affection and will be 
remembered with gratitude. 

Let us contrast the labors of two promi- 
nent contemporary teachers,—one, Mr.Moody, 
a Christian, and the other Mr. Ingersoll, an 
infidel missionary. Mr. Moody is self-made 
and self-educated. Mr. Ingersoll is a gen- 
tleman of education, culture and refinement. 
That Mr. Moody’s labors have been in the 
highest degree beneficial to gil classes will 
not be denied. The highest andthe humblest 
listened with charmed interest, and all left 
the Tabernacle better and happier. ~The 
general effect of his preaching, supple- 
mented by the never-to-be-forgotten voice of 
Mr. Sankey, cleared, braced and purified the 
religious, moral and social atmosphere of the 
city. The labors of Moody and Sankey 
were practical. They not only asked “What 
shall the harvest be,’ but they obtained in 
their inquiry rooms gratifying responses to 
their questions. Hundreds of drunkards 
were reclaimed, gamblers and prize-fighters 
were converted. Destitute wives and 
children and desolate homes have been made 
happy and bright by the rescue and return 
of reformed husbands and fathers. Long 
and gratefully willthe advent of Moody and 
Sankey be remembered. The city is still 
fragrant with Tabernacle memories. Mr. 
Moody is turning the results of his labors 
to good account. Tbe Moody and Sankey 
hymns, well-known to the Christian world, 
are now sung by native converts in the inte- 
rior of Africa. The sale of these hymn- 
books produces a handsome fand, which Mr. 
Moody devotes to missionary purposes. At 
his home in Northfield, Mass., he has erected 
a suitable building for a mission school and 
home for Indian girls, some fifty of whom 
from the far West have already been re- 
ceived. Mr. Moody,therefore, has taken up and 
will carry on the good work so auspiciously 
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commenced by the late Father de Smet. 
And now I invite Mr. Ingersoll, or any of 
his followers to inform the public how and 
to what extent they have profited by his 
missionary labors in this city, what salutary 
reforms he has inaugurated or even sug- 
gested, or in what manner and to what 
extent he has contributed to the general 


welfare and happiness of his fellow-citizens. 
—N. Y. Herald. 
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TRAINING AND COMMANDING. 

A prominent point in the International Lesson 
given last week concerns both the older and the 
younger members of the church. Jehovah states 
His reason for confiding to Abraham what He 
was about to do to the cities of the plain. When 
the true religion was near to perish from the 
world, God chose Abraham, so that he and his 
posterity might be the depositary of the truth, and 
keep up a witness to it. 

The knowledge and worship of the one true 
God, and the pragtice of His moral laws, were to 
be perpetuated amid the surrounding darkness 
of idolatry and its low morality, by a chosen 
race. They were to be God's peculiar people. 
They were to be His witnesses in the world. To 
destroy them and their God-given institutions 
was to fight against Jehovah and His gracious 
purposes towards the whole race. 

God knew Abraham. Not only had He omnis- 
cient knowledge of his nature, but He had tested 
his character. He found Abraham a fit instrument 
to carry out His own wise designs. He saw that 
Abraham would faithfully maintain his hold upon 
the TRUTH, and would transmit it with equal 
fidelity to his posterity; that he would so train 
them and instil into.them the doctrines of the 
true faith that they would in turn hand it down 
to other generations. Therefore Jehovah said, 
“I know that he will command his children 
and household after him, and they shall keep 
the way of the Lord, to do justice and judg- 
ment.” “The way of the Lord,” was the true 
religion committed to them, somewhat as the 
Christian religion was called “the way.” Acts 
xix. 23. A way of faith and truth, which would 
also issue in justice and judgment towards men. 

The most perfect doctrines and precepts avail 
little except as they are embodied in the lives of 
individuals and communities, 

Our Lord Himself not only taught the truth, 
but lived it out as a holy object lesson. More- 
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over, he chose twelve disciples, associated them 
with Himself and thoroughly trained them for 
three years, so that upon His death, they might 
continue to inculcate and exemplify the truth, 

Paul took care that there should be well-taught 
men to carry forward the work of the church, 
He sent’ Timothy here and there to teach and 
perfect the new churches in the faith, and told 
him to commit the Apostle’s own teachings to 
faithful men, who should teach others also. 

God expects Christians now to teach their 
children and households, consecrating them to 
the Lord, and in this manner to transmit His 
religion unimpaired from one generation to 
another, 

In our own Society we need to take a fresh 
lesson on this subject, We are satisfied that in 
some respects our children are not so well 
trained as formerly, while in others they are 
better instructed. The RBible-schools are good, 
They have diffused a knowledge of Scripture 
truth which was somewhat lacking formerly 
among us. But the church needs to arouse itself 
to the importance of this service. The teaching 
should be thorough. It should be spiritual, 
reverent, accompanied with much fervent prayer, 
and should embrace those true and spiritual 
views of Christianity which God has confided to 
us as certainly as He did great truths to Abraham, 
There should be no complacent saying that we 
have not intellectual and spiritual gifts for such 
teaching. If God is sought unto in prayer, He 
will give understanding and spiritual power, 
and if the church unites in prayer and effort, 
there will be raised up men and women able to 
teach with effect. 

Secondly. Our children should be trained to 
attend our meetings whenever it is possible, 
Only strong and sufficient, not worldly or vain 
reasons, should be allowed to interfere with this, 
Abraham commanded his children, So should 
we, in the authority of love. We believe that very 
few children would be lost to the church if they 
were properly taught and commanded when 
young. 

If the doctrine of worship in spirit and with 
the mediation of Christ only, is to be maintained, 
it must be exemplified, and generation after 
generation trained in it, 

Thirdly. If the ministry is to be of the Lord’s 
own call and fitting, parents and congregations 
must teach the young that they are to desire 
spiritual gifts,and then give them all the instruc- 
tion and help they need. Thus only can a min- 
istry be expected to be kept up among us. Paul 
when young was taught to care for the interests 
of the church, and to expect to serve it. This 
was one preparation for his future career. 
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Itis in vain to talk about a free gospel minis- 
try under Christ's own preparing and authority un- 
iess it is successfully exemplified in practice. So 
of peace and non-swearing, especially the protest 
against the illegal, gratuitously wicked swearing 
in secret societies—they must be embodied in the 
practice of a Christian society. So of the spiritual 
character of Baptism and the Lord's Supper. They, 
too, must have a tangible illustration in a living 
church, and our children be taught not only what 
js not essential, but to have an experimental 
knowledge of what is essential. May we then, 
asachurch, be aroused to our responsibility to 
ourown and future generations, so as to train 
and command our households, 

How great would have been the loss to him- 
slfand to the world if Abraham had failed. How 
great may be the loss to ourselves, to our con- 
temporaries, and to future times, if we fail to 
bring up our youth in those truths and practices 
which God has confided to us as a sacred trust. 
But if we are faithful, God will be as ready to bless 
wand ours with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, as He was to 
bless Abraham and his people. 


—.- 


SANCTIFICATION PRACTICAL, 


Two Friends have suggested printing ‘‘Schoo- 
nerhoven on Sanctification,” and, in doing so, 
one wished especially to impress the consecra- 
tion of money to the Lord. Readers will do 
well to note (1). J. S. was not one who thought 
“he would do as well as he could,” and so lived a 
life of legalism and miserable dissatisfaction of 


heart underneath. He experienced a good, 
sound conversion, had his sins washed away 
in the blood of Christ, and the Spirit to bear 
witness that he was God's reconciled child. 
(2). He was not satisfied with simple conversion 
and living a life of sinning and repenting, but 
was convicted of the need of sanctification. 
(3), He “considered the subject of sanctification.” 
(4). He “ went into the woods and prayed for it,” 
in faith, he had a real transaction with the Lord 
Jesus Christ about it. (5). He truly surrendered 
tis whole heart to Him. (6). He knew it was 
done, had no doubt about it, told the all-search- 
ing Father that he did yield all, consecrated all, 
hid all on the altar. (7). He professed to God 
“perfect love,” if he did not to man. (8). 
He faithfully endeavored to live out his con- 
‘tration and ‘perfect love.” (9). He devoted 
il his talents for money-making and all 
tisgains tothe Lord. (10). At a proper time 
he confessed sanctification to his fellow-men. 
(11). He said it was the duty of every Christian 
live a life of whole-hearted dedication and 
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real sanctification “every day,’ and did not join 
the ranks of those who oppose holiness as 
chimerical and unreal. 


—————-- _ ome 


MEMORIALS OF FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL. 
By her sister. Anson D. F. Randolph & Co., 
New York. $1.75. 

The memorials of this sweet hymn and prose 
writer will be welcomed by all who have known 
and loved her through her writings, and just as 
the real effect of a man’s influence depends upon 
what he 2s, so we find that the blessing that has 
so largely rested upon the writings of F. R. Hav- 
ergal sprang from the reality of her own experi- 
ence of the love and power of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Her natural abilities were great. These 
she consecrated to the service of the Lord, and 
it would not be easy to compute how many souls 
have been blessed through the instrumentality 
of her lovely hymns. Her home life was a very 
happy one, and the description of the sympathy 
of tastes and the fond affection between herself 
and her father is very attractive. Her nieces 
and nephews found in her a quick and lively 
interest in their pursuits, and some of her letters 
to them of Christian advice and earnest appeal 
for more dedication to the Lord, are inserted in 
the “Memorials.” For some years after her 
conversion she lived a variable Christian life, 
sometimes full of assurance, and then almost 
discouraged at her want of progress. But there 
came a time when the Lord showed her that 
there were “regions beyond” of blessed expe- 
rience and service, and kindled in her soul the 
intense desire to go forward and possess them. 
The blessing she now received, to use her own 
words, ‘lifted her whole life into sunshine, of 
which all she had previously experienced was 
but asa pale and passing April gleam, com- 
pared with the fulness of summer glory.”’ The 
practical effect of this was most evident in her 
daily, true-hearted, whole-hearted service for her 
King, and also in the increased joyousness of 
the unswerving obedience of her home life, the 
surest test of all. Her own description of the 
change to her sister is very interesting: ‘‘ Yes, it 
was on December 2nd, 1873, I first saw clearly 
the blessedness of true consecration. I saw it as 
a flash of electric light, and what you see you 
can never umsee. There must be full surrender 
before there can be full blessedness. God ad- 
mits you by the one into the other. He Himself 
showed me this most clearly. * * * First, I 
was shown that “the blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanseth from all sin,” and then it was 
made plain to me that He who had thus cleansed 
me had power to keep me clean ; so I just utterly 
yielded myself to Him, and utterly trusted Him 
to keep me.” Again she says: “‘As to sanctifi- 
cation, that it is the work of the Holy Spirit and 
progressive, is the very thing I see and rejoice 
in. He has brought me into the ‘highway of 
holiness,’ up which I trust everyday to progress, 
continually pressing forward, led by the Spirit of 
God." From this time dates continual and suc- 
cessful service for the Lord, a constant depend- 
ence upon Him in all things, and a patient and 
joyful acceptance of His will in sickness and 
pain as in health. She sometimes spoke of 
having “turned lessons," as she has beautifully 
expressed it : 
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*¢ Was it not kinder the task to turn, 
Than to let it pass, 
As a lost, lost leaf that she did not learn? 
Is it not often so, 
That we only learn in part, 
And the Master's testing time may show 
That it was not {quite ‘ by heart ?” 
Then He gives, in His wise and patient grace, 
That lesson again. 
With the mark still set in the self-same place.” 


It is interesting to notice how her consecration 
went down into the little details of life. She 
writes: ‘‘ The Lord has shown me another little 
step, and of course I have taken it with extreme 
delight. ‘Take my silver and my gold’ now 
means shipping off all my ornaments to the 
Church Missionary House, where they will be 
accepted and disposed of for me. * * * I 
had no idea I had{ such a jeweller’s shop, nearly 
fifty articles are being packed off. I don’t think 
I need tell you I never packed a box with such 
pleasure.” The few articles of jewelry she re- 
tained she redeemed, so that the whole value 
went to the Church Missionary Society. Often 
was it remarked of her, ‘Ff. R. H. looks so 
really happy, she must have something we have 
not.” 

Her sister says: ‘My pen fails in giving an 
idea to strangers of her sunny ways, merrily 
playing with children, and heartily enjoying all 
things.”” The amount of work she accomplished 


is wonderful, when it is remembered that she had 
frequent times of illness and intense suffering. 
Her end came almost unexpectedly. Often 
as she had looked for death, it found her work- 
ing for her Lord, When told that she was really 


dying, she said, ‘“ Beautiful, too good to be 
true!” Some one asked, “Is Jesus with you 
now?” “ Of course /”’ was the reply; ‘‘It’s 
splendid ! thought He would have left me 
here a long while, but He is so good to take me 
now.” 

It would be out of the question in a notice like 
this to give more than an outline of the lovely 
life of F. R. Havergal, so we recommend all to 
get the book and read it for themselves. 


SERIOUS THOUGHTS FOR SERIOUS FRIENDS, By 
William Nicholson, M. D. Nicholson & Bro., 
Richmond, Ind. 

This pamphlet of 45 pages is a reprint of the 
series of articles with the above title which 
appeared in Friends’ Review, It is a prac- 
tical treatise upon doctrinal subjects and 
church action specially applicable to our own 
times. Although we might have wished some 
statements a little more definite, we concur with 
its general views of truth, and believe it would 


do much good if widely read and pondered by 
our members. 


MARRIED. , 

LOWE — MARRIAGE.—On the sth of Eighth 
month, 1880, bv Friends’ ceremony, at the residence 
of the bride’s parents, Oskaloosa, lowa, Thomas Lowe, 
of Back Creek Monthly Meeting, N.C., to Lilias, 
eldest daughter of Walter and Rachel W. Marriage. 
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DIED. 


OGLE.—Seventh month 7th, 1880, Elizabeth Ogle, 


aged nearly 36 years. She had been an invalid nearly 
all her life. 


OGLE.—Eighth month ist, 1880, Elisha Ogle 
father of the above, aged 73 years. He often py 
that he might live as long as his afflicted daughter, s 
as to take care of her. He was taken ill the afternoo 
of ber funeral, and continued to grow worse until his 
death. He wasa member of White River Mo 
Meeting, Indiana, and lived a consistent and exem. 
plary Christian life, and departed in peace. His 
funeral was largely attended, and was a solemn time, 

‘TTRUMAN.—At her residence, in West 
Iowa, on the 28th of Seventh month, Lucretia E. 
Truman (formerly Bean), a member of Winnesheik 
Monthly Meeting, Iowa. Her many friends have the 
comfortable trust that she has eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 


aS 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


THE Christian Neighbor, published at Colum. 
bia, S. C., is a consistent, and earnest advocate 
of peace on Christian grounds. It also holds w 
duelling to the mirror of New Testament truth 
and shows its folly and sin. Hence its comment 
on the following from the New York Odserveris 
the more telling. The Odserver says of duek 
ling :-— 

“Tt is one of the mysteries of society that 
great crimes like this can be perpetrated in spite 
of the law, religion and popular intelligence,” 

A greater mystery is that war, the culmination 
of all crimes, should, in a professedly Christian 
country, be perpetrated ‘‘according to law, re 
ligion and popular intelligence.”’ If the latter 
mystery were solved the former would disappear, 
Strange that men should wonder at a single 
handed duel where law, religion and custom en 
dorse ten thousand duels at once. 


THE great Presbyterian Council in Philadel 
phia, will begin by a preparatory reception of 
delegates on Ninth month 22d, and the first reg- 
ular sessions will occur on the following day. 
The subjects to be discussed will include Inspire 
tion, Authenticity and Interpretation of Scriptur, 
Future Retribution, Modern Theological Thought, 
Creeds and Confessions, Presbyterianism and 
Liberty, and Bible Revision. 


AN advertisement of a lottery in the interest 
a Roman Catholic school appears in a Quebet 
paper,which offers as prizes, among other things, 
such as a horse, carriage and chromo, “‘six hut 
dred masses for the living and the dead.”’ Thisis 
even worse than the church fair raffles and Bible 


school extravagances of the Protestant denom 
nations. 


Tue Church Missionary Society of London, 
two of whose missionaries brought to England 
two messages from King Mtesa, have had recent 
letters from their mission at Uganda. At las 
previous accounts, the French Jesuits were doing 
all in their power to secure the favor of Mies 
and displace the English missionaries. For 
time, however, Mtesa became more friendly 0 
the English, and ordered all his chiefs anda 
tendants to learn to read in the English charat 
ters. The missionaries were very busy teachill 
and printing, and were on friendly terms 
the chiefs. But a few months later a new opp> 
nent appeared. For some weeks M. Mackay 
heard mention of Lubare, a spirit, personified 
an old woman living on the lake. It was said 
could cure Mtesa of his disease if he were taken 
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. M.Mackay talked with Mtesa opposing his go- 
ng to the lake, and preached against witchcraft 
nd sorcery from the Bible standard of God's 
bhorrence of it. Soon after, however, a full 
sourt was held. Mtesa had said he could not 
event the coming of the Lubares, but now he 
nnounced that neither the religion of the Arabs 
nor ttat of the white men would be received any 
nger, and that he and his people would go bac 
io the religion of their fathers, The Lubares 

re brought, much dancing and beer drinking 
allowed, but when they left, the king was no 
etter, Still the people did not lose faith. All M. 
fackay’s scholars dropped off but one or two, and 
he work of establishing the confidence of the 
ing and his people would have to be renewed. 
Two of the Jesuit missionaries, it is stated, have 
turned to France. 


Taz General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
hurch of Ireland has been agitated this 
eat again over the question of instrumental 
music. The following resolution was adopted 
bavote of 151 against 150 :— 

“That whereas the use of instrumental music in 
ny of our congregations is a cause of grievous 
fence to very many of our brethren, and keeps 
paspirit of irritation, alienation and division 
nthe Church, and whereas the means hitherto 
mployed have not induced the ministers and 
ongregations referred to to abstain from the use | 
instruments, the Assembly, in the spirit of 
hristian charity and brotherly love, urgently 
ppeals to them, for the purpose of restoring 





peace and order to our beloved Church, to yield 
othe earnest desire of their brethren and give 
pinstrumental music in the public worship of 
he sanctuary ; that in the hope this appeal will 
successful, the Assembly resolves that no ac- 
ion shall be taken in this matter the coming 
tar, but that Presbyteries simply report to next 
sembly whether they have yielded to the ap- 
7 7 to them by the Supreme Court of the 





The large number voting in the negative in- 
Hudés not only those who favored the use of 
truments but those also, a large number, who 
pvored more summary proceedings against 
hem.— Christian Statesman. 

Issac SHARP, after a very interesting and im- 
esive interview with the Queen and Prime 
linister of Madagascar, has left that island. His 
sithas been greatly blessed. 


A yew church building in connection with the 
ce of the Queen of Madagascar has been 
tdicated, The ceremonies lasted fifteen days, 
iid 30,000 people are said to have attended 
tm. Tne Queen and Prime Minister aypear 
be faithful to the best interests of their people 
ind to the Christian religion. 


THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 


THIRD QUARTER. 
ON 10. Ninth month 5th, 1880. 
I'S ESCAPE FROM SODOM. Genesis xix, 12-26. 
Gowen Texr.—‘‘ Remember Lot’s wife.”—Luke xvii. 32. 


Inthe nineteenth chapter of Genesis we read 
at after the two angels left Abraham at Mamre 

went down to Sodom and found Lot sitting 
the gate of the city. He still preserved the 
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courteous demeanor towards strangers which 
had been a trait of character, but there not 
the loving earnestness in him at first that we 
find in Abraham. Still he urged them very 
pressingly to abide at his house, and he made 
them afeast. The extreme and shameless wick- 
edness of Sodom was shown before they lay 
down for the night,—a wickedness not confined 
to one part of.the city alone. The low desires 
of bestial nature are here fearfully exhibited,— 
the same that are referred to by the Apostle Paul 
in the first part of the Epistle to the Romans. 
The plan proposed by Lot to save those who 
were now under his protection as his guests 
shows very plainly to what alow moral state 
Lot himself had fallen. 


THE LESSON. 

Verses 12 and 13. Hast thou here any besides. 
The invitation to Lot was (as to Noah) not only 
for himself, but also for his family, for his sons- 
in-law and his daughters-in-law; it was more 
than an invitation, it was a command, coupled 
with the information that they were sent by the 
Lord to destroy the city. The angels speak as 
messengers of judgment, sent by Him who would 
have spared if He could. 

14. The character of Lot’s family is given in 
this verse; when he told his sons-in-law that 
Sodom would be destroyed, and they must 
hastily flee away, they treated his story as ab- 
surd; the life of Sodom suited them. Men lose 
their power in testimony for God if they willingly 
associate with the worldly wicked. 

15. The earnestness of the angels is wo 1der- 
fully in contrast with the weak indecision of Lot. 
If no other of the family could be saved except 
Lot’s wife and two daughters, still they must be 
taken care of, therefore the angels, hastened them. 

16. And while he lingered, Lot was slow to 
leave his possessions; he longed to remain; 
probably he had been a prominent man in the 
community, for many have supposed that he 
was sitting at the gate as judge when the angels 
went to Sodom. 

The angels laid hold upon his hand, and 
upon the hand Y his mies and upon the hand 
of his two daughters. They used gentle com- 
pulsion to save them. Lot was to escape, but 
there is no account of his taking anything away 
with him; the angels set him without the city. 
The Lord in sparing pity bore with his weakness, 
and brought him out. 

17. When the family was brought forth from 
the city, he satid—the angel—escape for thy life ; 
the danger is imminent; /ook not dchind thee, 
lest thy heart turn back, or thy curiosity delay 
thee fatally ; stay not in all the plain, the whole 
circuit of the doomed cities, which he had form- 
erly coveted, was to be destroyed ; escape fo the 
mountain, beyond the range of the coming fiery 
storm to a place of safety God had appointed ; 
lest thou be consumed; God had shown him 
great mercy, but unless he would persevere in 
obedience he would yet perish. Lot required 
urging at every step, fear of the loss of property 
made him loth to leave the city. Paul’s exam- 
ple was just the reverse ; he turned his back on 
sin, gave his heart to Christ, forgot the things 
behind, and pressed forward with all his might 
to the mark of God's calling, looking steadily 
unto Jesus. 

18. Lot shuddered at the thought of having to 
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go so far where there might be unknown dan- 
gers, and cried, OA, not so, my Lord. 

t9. He confessed that God had magnified His 
mercy to him in saving his life, but plead not to 
goto the mountain, as if God, who had already 
done so wondrously for him, did not know where 
he would be safe. He and his family were 
probably exhausted with fear and anxiety. 
Though ‘righteous’ at heart, -he certainly 
showed lack of faith and courage. 

20. He asked to enter Bela, which was close 
to him. He plead that the city was little, had 
fewer wicked than the large ones, therefore. 

21. The Lord kindly permitted him to flee 
thither, and the city was in some sense spared 
for his sake, though he showed pitiable weak- 
ness. 

22. Haste thee, escape thither. Even though 
his prayer was answered, Lot showed the same 
need to be urged to escape. 

Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar, 
signifying a /ittle one. 

23. The sun was risen upon the earth when 
Lot entered Zoar, The Lord had said, verse 22, 
that He would not begin the work of destruction 
till Lot had entered Zoar. No further warning 
would have been of avail to those wicked people, 
and the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were 
given up. 

24. Brimstone and fire from the Lord was now 
rained out of heaven on the doomed cities. How 
this was done, whether by lightning firing the 
bitumen of the region, or by earthquake, is not 
known. Miracle enters into the whole account. 

25. Not only were the cities destroyed, but the 
plain also, all the inhabitants, and even that 
which grew on the ground, It was to be for all 
future time a type of God's punishment upon 
outrageous wickedness. 

26. Lot’s wife looked back, most probably 
would not keep up with her husband; her heart 
turned back, no doubt; she disobeyed a positive 
command, and when the devouring elements 
came down she was destroyed; and the place 
where she was overtaken could probably be seen 
afterwards. Perhaps her form was incrusted 
with saline substances. 

In the Gospel of Luke our Lord calls attention 
to her sad fate, and uses it as a warning to any 
who would look back after beginning to be His 
followers. 

An important lesson taught in this narrative is 
the danger of choosing evil companionship. 
Those who have been thrown amongst evil men 
who love the saloon, the circus, the theatre, the 
gambling den, or even into the circle of fashion- 
able worldliness, and have crosen to live in 
such society, soon find their spiritual life ebbing 
away. The danger is that they will “ First 
endure, then pity, then embrace.” There is no 
reason to suppose that Lot was guilty of the sins 
of the Sodomites, but he was guilty of being 
willing to live in the midst of sin, so that he 
might have large possessions. The effect on 
his family was awful. Hardened in sin, loving 
the life in Sodom, the solemn warning of the 
approaching destruction of the city had no effect 
upon them. 

Separation from the habits and ways of worldly 
people has been a principle always acted on 
more or less by the most pious Christians. It 
was this principle which induced the former 


rules of the Society of Friends against Marrying 
one not a member. 

Select schools for Friends’ children originate 
in the same earnest desire to prevent the mem. 
bers from becoming conformed to the vain and 
frivolous fashions of the world, which, howeve 
much we may disapprove of them, are exceed. 
ingly attractive. 

How many noble, active men and women 
have been added to our Society in the North who 
were born in slave States, but left their homes to 
escape the influence on themselves and their 
children of the atmosphere of slavery. 

Many before the war sacrificed nearly all their 
worldly possessions for the sake of living ina 
country where freedom existed. When a Chris 
tian has set his heart too much on worldly pos 
sessions he will be very reluctant to leave them, 
even if the cry is heard, “‘ Escape for thy life.” 
Whilst very desirous to escape, and thanking th 
Lord for His mercy, he will be very apt to re 
quire to be pulled asa brand out of the fire, 
The teachings of our own Society have always 
been that we must not love the world, neither 
the things of it, and that often the Christian will 
be called to surrender that which was dear if he 
would enjoy peace with God. 

Another important truth taught in this lesson 
is the necessity of surrendering at once, when 
ever the call is made. Lot would dally and de 
lay, but the angels hastened him. He would never 
have been ready to leave Sodom, even if th 
vengeance of God had been delayed till he 
could get away. 

The same command is found in every part of 
the Holy Scriptures. ‘‘ Mow is the accepted 
time, now is the day of salvation,” and whenthe 
call is given and is obeyed, though there maybe 
reluctance, there must be no looking, back. 

The children of Israei left Egypt on the self 
same night that the first-born were slain, When 
in the wilderness, they remembered the flesh 
pots of Egypt, and murmured at the manm 
which God provided for them, and thus wer 
prevented from enjoying the free gift of God. 

The Christian’s watchword is, now, and nd 
to-morrow. Whatsoever work is to be done, dd 
it just now. 


‘CORRESPONDEN 


CE 








Derr Creek Montaty Meerina, It 
diana, was held Righth mo. 12th, 1880, aul 
was a season of refreshing to many of tht 
Lord’s children. 

Besides the eight ministers belonging ¥ 
the Monthly Meeting, who were all preset, 
we had the company of Jefferson Jacks0t 
from New Hope Monthly Meeting, al 
Susan Ratcliff, whose labors were edifying 

A minute was granted to Amos Bond fit 
service in onr county. Joseph Ratcliff ® 
turned a minute granted him a few montli 
since, with a satisfactory account. ; 

The Committee to attend to the travel f 
expenses of ministers reported $56, ral 
and used for that purpose. This sum seé 
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small for a Monthly Meeting having s0|low-passenger !rom the rear car who seized 
pany ministers, and especially as there bhas|the light from the conductor, sprang in and 
‘Been a considerable amount of bome work|removed the almost crushing weight from 
ione by them the past year; but it is not|bim. He was much bruised and cut, but 
al that has been spent for this object, as|was able to go forward to his home. S. 
some of our ministers have paid their own| Morris was also fastened by the débris, but 
way. rescued by the same kind hand, and he 
Qur Committee on Temperance reported |reached his home on Seventh-day the 21st 
that four members raise tobacco, one sells it, |inst. He was severely cut and bruised, but 
and twenty-six use it, thereby incurring an/not dangerously wounded. Anthony M. 
annual expense of $175. Kimber also escaped without dangerous in- 
Our Bible-schools seem to be in a flourish-|jury, but was obliged to remain at Knoxville 
ing condition. Such schools are held at all | for a few days to recuperate before returning 
our meeting-places, two of them for twelve | home. Many will join with our dear friends 
nonths, the others for six. and their families in devout thanksgiving 
The Book and Tract Committee have dis-| for their preservation. 
tributed 13,970 pages of tracts, besides some 
Bibles and Testaments. Denny JAY. 





I wish to call to thy notice an article in| See eee 
the London Friend on “ Sanctification,” |A FEW THOUGHTS ON HEALTHY HOMES. 
copied from the “Wesleyan Methodist Maga- BY REUBEN HAINES. 
tine.” It is all good, but I refer especially ae 
tothe part where consecration of money is| It is true that Philadelphia is an unusually 
spoken of. healthy city. This is shown by the low an- 
I know of ‘nothing in our working organi-| nual death-rate as compared with that of 
zation as a church that is so much needed at| other cities in the United States and in 
this time as the judicious application of iunds| Europe. In a daily paper of recent date 
in the hands of those who have at heart the |I find it stated under authority of Dr. Rich- 
true interests of our Society. ardson, that the death-rate of Philadelphia 
Where is the church work proper, foreign | for the year 1879 was 17%, forevery 1000 
aud home missions, First-day-schools, new | of its inhabitants; while that of New York 
meeting-houses and libraries, education,|for the same year was 27,87, per 1000; 
temperance, the poor, the general interests | Boston 24,4%,; London 24,%,; Vienna 31,35; 
of-the young. I believe if one hundred} and the whole of Denmark 19,%%,. 
thousand dollars a year could be thus con-/ We naturally take an honorable pride in 
secrated to the Lord’s service, and be spent| the fact that this healthiness is due, accord- 
by individuals in faith and prayer for a| ing to the same authority, mainly to our city 
blessing, that it would be rich in results to| being pre-eminently a City of Homes. We 
the recipient and the giver. The inerease|have no tenement houses, no “flats,” and 
of membership in North Carolina Yearly | the city has ample space to spread in several 
Meeting from 2,000 to 5,000 in fifteen yeers, | directions. But shall we be content with 
islargely due to systematic and liberal ex-| simply this? We are practically free from 
penditure of money in educating the young/ one of the great perplexities of other cities, 
and establishing First-day-schools. F. | viz: overcrowding of the population, which 
Eighth mo, 15th, 1880. is a cause of much of the mortality of such 
cities as New York, London and Liverpool. 
As our friends Josiah Nicholson, Samuel | But have we such bealthy houses as we 
Morris, Philip P. Dunn and Anthony M.|ought to have? Are the wells and drains 
Kimber were returning home from North} placed as they ought to be? Is the plumb- 
Carolina Yearly Meeting, an accident bap-|ing of the best character, and are all the 
pened to the train near Knoxville, Tennes-| drains trapped efficiently? I fear we must 
see, early on the morning of Fourth-day| answer in the negative. Should we not 
the 18th; there bad been heavy rains, caus-| strive for the more honorable title of ‘‘ City 
lng @ “washout.” The engine and all the|of Healthy Homes”? What avails it that we 
cars but the rear sleeper were thrown from | do give each man a house of his own to live 
the track ; several passengers were severely | in, if he afterward finds ita veritable fever- 
hurt, and one little girl was killed. Our/nest? How pure, for example, will be the 
friends were in the sleeping car next to the| atmosphere of a house the foundations and 
tear one. Philip P. Dunn escaped almost | cellar of which are sunk into “‘ made ground” 
wburt. J. Nicholson was thrown upon his| composed of vegetable substances, old car- 
back with the broken pieces of the car, stove, | pets and rags, and house rubbish of all sorts, 
&., upon him, but was extricated by a fel-| mingled with broken bricks and plaster, 
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ashes and earth, the whole being underlaid 
by a stratum of thick clay, forming a basin 
through which water passes with difficulty? 

Again, how many people realize the ne- 
cessity of supplying the hot-air chamber of 
their furnaces with air, not from the stagnant 
cellar, but from the pure moving winds out- 
side the house ? 

Sweep and whitewash your cellar as 
thoroughly as you may, your cellar air will 
remain impure, at least during the winter 
months, just when you wish to draw upon it 
to supply the house ; and it will most prob- 
ably be impure in the summer also. Let us 
see how this is in the winter. 

Ist. It has been stated by German au- 
thority that every cubic foot of soil contains 
one-third of a cubic foot of air, and that 
this “ ground air,” as it is called, contains a 
large amount of carbonic acid. In the neigh- 
borhood of sinks and vaults it contains other 
noxious gases. Soil upon which manure 
has been laid, or upon which slops have been 
poured, or in which any organic rubbish has 
accumulated, will be impregnated with un- 
wholesome gases. This will be the case 
even when the surface of the ground is frozen, 
becoming so in the usual alternations of 
freezing and thawing. What exists some 
distance below the surface will not be affect- 
ed by the frost. 

2d. It has been found by experiment that 

gases will pass readily and even rapidly 
through both soil and rock. A block of sand. 
stone was cut in the shape of a brick, into 
the opposite sides of which two iron plates 
were set, each with a kole at the center into 
which a piece of gas pipe was fixed. The 
rest of the stone was covered with tar or 
paint so as to allow no leakage of gas side- 
ways. One endof the pipe was then connected 
with a gas fixture, and when the gas was 
turned on, it was found to pass so rapidly 
through the solid stone that it could readily 
be lighted on.the other side of it. Now if 
gas can be forced through the stone from one 
side, it can besucked through from the other, 
and the effect will be the same so far as our | 
=. is concerned, 

d. A furnace in a house produces a 
powerful draft and suction from below up- 
wards. The air fed into the air-chamber, 
being heated, rises rapidly, producing the 
current of hot air issuing from the registers 
in ourrooms. In very many houses this 
enormous supply of air is taken directly 
from the cellar, but from whence is the cel- 
lar air replenished? True enough a cellar 
window is usually left open, but in very 
cold weather this is generally partly or en- 
tirely closed, to prevent the water pipes 
freezing, and for other reasons. Now what 
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these three circumstances ? 
The carbonic acid gas of the soil around th 


foundation walls and through the furnag 
chamber and hot-air flues into every room of 
the house, and then are unconsciously ab 
sorbed into our bodies through our lung 
Whether carbonic acid gas acts as a tre 
poison or not, an accumulation of it is cer. 


putrefaction are known to cause disease, 


erally kept in the cellar, give off carbonic 
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house, and any noxious gases generat den 
from drains and sinks near it, or from apm or t 
impurity in the soil, are sucked into the eg). then 
lar through the stone and mortar of thm wat 









tainly injurious ; and the gases of decay ani 






Many articles of food, such as fruits, gen. 











acid gas in the process of ripening. 

There is imminent danger of sewer gas be. 
ing sucked from the street sewer through 
the soil and walls of the cellar, particularly 
so if the walls of the sewer are as imper. 
fectly constructed as is the case with many 
of the sewers in Philadelphia. 

If the house is situated on or near a cen- 
etery which has been recently used for burial, 
there is danger of the ground air being drawn 
into the house. An old cemetery shouli 
therefore not be selected as a location for 
dwelling or school house or any building of 
that sort, until after its use for burial bas 
been discontinued for many years. Hah 
long this period should be would require 
close investigation into the character of the 
soil and whether the destruction of the in 
terred remains bad usually been rapid o 

























































































These remarks, it will be understood, apply 
chiefly to such houses as have furnaces 
which draw their supply of air directly from 
the cellar. All such houses may be im 
proved by taking the air-supply entirely from 
outside by means of wooden box troughs 
carried on hangers along the top of the cel- 
lar from the cellar window to the air-chaw- 
ber of the furnace. This contrivance, 4 
though made use of by persons who have 
built their own houses, is rarely to be found 
in houses built for rent. 

Finally, it is well known that the res: 
dences of the wealthy areoften even morte 
open to the insidious entrance of sewer gas 
than the houses of humbler people, because 
of criminal negligence and incompetence 0 
the part of builders, plumbers and contractors. 
This is an evil easily remedied, but which 
requires care and attention. 
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FLOODS. 





“They are wet with the floods of the 
mountains, and embrace the rock for watt 










is the direct result of the combination of 


of shelter” (Job xxiv. 8); “And a destroy: 
ing storm, asa flood of many waters over 
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fowing, etc. (Isaiah xxviii. 2), and similar 


passages are supposed to refer to the sud- 
den rise of torrents in mountain-gorges, 
or the seils, sweeping everything before 
them in what a few minutes before were dry 
watercourses, unknown with us, but fre 
quent in Sinai, Arabia and Eastern Syria. 
They are as quickly passed as they are in- 
‘stantaneous in appearance; and the momen- 
tary yet terrible destruction they cause to 
an unwary encampment or to the cultivated 
fields (even palm plantations) along the 
valley-sides, is most closely similar to the 
breaking away of some great dam or reser- 
yoir, as occasionally happens in our own 
land. An agent of the Peninsular and Ori- 
ental Steamship Company, Wm. Andrews, 
describes one of these unlooked-for in- 
inundations as having occurred not long 
ago, in the vicinity of Suez. 

“On a day without rain, but with 
thuoder-clouds around, the outskirts of 
Suez, about nine o’clock in the evening, 
were alarmed by a flood, deliberately and 
eflectively nlaking its way over the desert, 
regardless of gardens and huts, toward the 
sea. Some two hundred of these huts col- 
lapsed under the solution of their mud 
foundations. Not only was-a large portion 
of the railway swept away, but the flood 
cut into the fresh water canal, and, instead 
of emptying it, filled it to overflowing, finding 
in ita channel for its waters. This torrent 
was generated at the mountains of Jebel 
Jeneffeh, about twenty-five miles inland, 
and made its way over the dry desert, with- 
out being absorbed, as though conveyed by 
a perfect river-bed. But it must have 
washed up salt to some extent in its course, 
for it made the fresh water of the canal so 
brackish as to render it for a long time unfit 
for drinking.” — Independent. 


SCIENTIFIC NOTES. 


St. Elmo’s Fire.—G. Ambrose Pogson, 
British Vice-Consul at Hamburg, reports 
under date of 6th mo. 12th, a series of 


thunder storms. During a protracted storm 
on the 11th, when the air was densely 
charged with electricity, he noted a succes- 
sion of fire balls, which he calculated to be 
from 4 to 6 ft. in diameter. The fire rested 
about 30 feet above a church steeple 1200 
yards from his station, and-was of a reddish 
purple color, somewhat like burning potas- 
sium. The color he charged to the reflection 
of the copper roof. The lights remained 
Visible for a few seconds—the longest time 
ag 42 seconds—then passed off by induc- 
jon. 

Notes from Java.—Henry O. Forbes 
Writes us from Java: ‘“ With regard to birds 
carrying seeds from one island to another, I 
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have observed on the Cocos Keeling islands 
(South Indian Ocean), a species of heron 
which nested in a high tree, quite covered 
with its oblong hooked seeds. I[ was 
informed by the proprietor of this island 
that many of these birds, from their feathers 
getting so thickly covered with the seeds, 
actually die. I can, therefore, imagine that 
many seeds might adhere for even weeks 
and months, and so get transported to very 
different regions. . . . It is quite a custom 
among the Sudanese, in the afternoons, to 
invite each other to come and have a cup of 
hot water. It is drunk either plain or with 
a little arenga sugar. . . . The rhinoceros 
horn is believed in by all the natives as a 
sure and certain antidote for snake bites, 
and for purifying water. A respectable hadji 
affirmed to me, with the persistency of belief, 
that on his way to Mecca—he went in a 
native vessel—the stock of fresh water on 
board ran out, and all on the vessel, by 
drinking sea-water out of a rhinoceros horn 
found itto be—not salt water |”— Nature. 


A New Use for the Telephone.—It is 
sometimes necessary to grapple and lift a 
faulty cable, and if it lies in the water near 
other cables of similar exterior make, 
it has hitherto been impossible to decide, 
without cutting it, on the identity of 
the grappled portion. To avoid the obvious 
evil of having to cut and splice the cable 
unnecessarily, it is now suggested to employ 
the telephone on an auxiliary parallel wire, 
in which the induction may be sufficiently 
strong to enable the electricians in charge to 
read the signals which may be sent into the 
cable and so identify it.— Nature. 
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IN THE DARK. 


Midnight brooded weird and lone, 
Nothing broke the wintry gloom 
Save the drowsy monotone 
Of the clock, as, one by one, 
From its steady hands the minutes fell into my silent 
room. 


Close beside the larger bed 
Stood the cradle in its place ; 

*Mid its blankets, softly'spread, 

Lay the baby’s golden head, 


And his light breath, coming, going, gently fanned 
against my face. 


Something in the darkness stirred, 
Warmly nestling at my side 
Like a little sleepy bird, 
«“Mamma!” very low the word, 
Hush and darkness made the narrow space between 
us seem so wide. 


Then I murmured as he lay, 
«« Mamma’s close beside you, dear ; 
Soon the night will go away, 
By and by it will be day, 
In the morning when my baby wakens mamma will 
be here.” 
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Wandering fingers toward me crept ; 
« Mamma, let me hold your hand.” 

Clasping it he soothed and slept ; 

Clasping his I could have wept, 


Humbled by that perfect trust which needed not to} 


understand. 


Years have passed me by since then ; 
Long the little bed has stood 
Empty, silent; yet, again, 
Thrilling deeper than my pain, 
Comes the tender voice to banish every bitter, doubt- 
ing mood. 


Through the voiceless hush of death, 
Through life’s midnight dark and dim, 
Turning unto Christ, who saith, 
To each asking soul, « Have faith,” 
Heavenward I reach my longing, groping human 
hands to him. 


Does he take them? Ay, he does! 
All the chasm deep and wide 
Spanning by his love that flows 
Freely for all human woes, 
I shall wake in Heaven’s bright morning with my 
baby by my side. 
— Christian Union. 


-~o- 
Quarterly Meetings in Ninth Month, 1880. 
(From New York Pocket Almanac.) 
Ninth mo. 4th, Fairfield, New England Yearlv Meeting. 
“* Whitewater, Indiana ne 
** Union, Western ne 
“ Hesper, Kansas e. 
6th, Dunning’s Creek, Baltimore “ 
llth, Vassalboro’, New England a 
“ Spiceland, Indiana - 
“* Mississinewa, Indiana vs 
“ Richland, Western - 
« Cottonwood, Kansas " 
16th, Cornwall, New York < 
“ Haddonfield, Philadelpbia = 
18th, Pelham, Canada “ 
* Westfield, Indiana 
“ Northern, “ 
“ Spring River, Kan: 
* Sterling, - 
25th, Youge Street, Canada 
** Scipio, New York 
“ Wabash, Indiana 
Iowa Yearly Meeting begins on the 8th; Western on the 
17th, and Indiana on the 28th. 


OME FOR AGED COLORED PERSONS, 
BELMONT AND GIRARD AVENUES. 

The usual religious meeting will be held at the 
Home, at 3 P. M.,on the 29th. This being the fifth 
First-day of the month, Friends are specially invited. 

ERIOUS THOUGHTS FOR SERIOUS 
FRIENDS. By Wm. Nicholson, M.D. Both 
First and Second Series in one neat pamphlet of 95 
pages, 4x 6inches. Single copy, post-paid, 10 cents ; 
three copies for 25c.; seven copies for 50c. 
NICHOLSON & Bro., 


Richmond, Ind. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—Advices from Europe | Roberts was re 


are to the 24th inst. 
GREAT BRITAIN.—In the House of Commons, on 
the 17th, Lord Hartington, Secretary for India, sub- 
mit ted the Indian estimates for the fiscal year 1880-81. 
The receipts are put at £66,746,000, and the expendi- 
tures at £66,329,000, giving a surplus of £417,000, 
end showing a decrease of £1,000,000 on each side 
of the account as compared with the fiscal year 1879- 
80. Lord Hastings said that but for the Afghan war, 


there would have been an aggregate surplus for the 
past three years of £11,197,000. The war expenses 
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a 
for three years are reckoned in round numbers 
£14,000,000, and the cost of the frontier railway a 
£4,000,000, making the total £18,000,000. Deducting 
the supposed surplus of £11,000,000, a deficit of 
£7,000,000 is shown, Of this, £3,500,000 remains to 
be covered this year. A loan has already been author. 
ized for productive works, the proceeds of which ar 
to be diverted to this purpose; and it is intended to 
reduce the drawings on India on the home account 
by about £1,000,000. If necessary, a loan might be 
raised in India, but the Indian debt should not be jp. 
creased if it is possible to avoid it. 

In the House of Lords, on the 20th, a member called 
attention to the danger to the peace of Ireland from 
the agitation by the Land League, and asked whether 
the government had taken advice concerning the 
legality of that organization, and whether the present 
state of Ireland does not call for extraordinary meas. 
ures. Lord Spencer, President of the Council, said 
that the Land League had been formed before the 
present Ministry came into power, and neither the last 
nor the present government had taken any legal opin. 
ion upon it. He considered the Irish land agitation 
pernicious, and the conuition of the island very grave 
and deserving serious attention, but no special legisla. 


| tion is intended, the government thinking the common 
| law powerful enough. 


FRANCE.—Premier De Freycinet, at a banquet given 
to him by the municipality of Montayban, said that 
after a long period of dissension the Republic has 
been definitely founded. He dwelt on the financial 
progress of the country and the remissions of taxation, 
He said that as to unauthorized religious communities, 
the government will be guided by the necessities to 
which their attitude may give rise, and that it will 
depend on themselves whether they obtain the benefits 
of the new bill now in preparation, settling the con 
ditions of lay and religious associations. « The silu- 
ation,” he said, “is good at home and abroad. Abroad 
it is peace, —profound peace,—peace without boasting, 
as it is without weakness. At home there is calmness, 
security, industry, and a financial prosperity without 
precedent ;—a commercial and industrial activity ex- 
ceeding all calculations, a material order which 
nothing disturbs.” 

GERMANY,—Disheartening reports are given of the 
harvest in Silesia, Posen, and East and West Prussia. 
Heavy rains have caused inundations which have 
destroyed roads, bridges, &c., flooded villages, and 
converted for the time large tracts of grain-growing 
land into lakes and swamps. The crops in some dis- 
tricts are said to be wholly destroyed, not only grain 
but straw, and it is feared the wetness of the ground 
will delay or prevent its preparation for the next 
seeding. Potatoes are beginning to rot. To the labor. 
ing class the loss of the potato crop is the most seri- 
ous, and already famine is apprehended, and the aid 
of the government is invoked. 

AFGHANISTAN.—The forces of Ayoob Khan on the 
11th opened fire on Candahar with cannon at a distance 
of 2,500 yards, and also with musketry from the sur 
rounding villages. The garrison 1s stated at 1,243 
effective Europeans, 3,386 natives, and 382 sick. At 
the latest accounts, fighting was going on. 
ported as making favorable progress 
in his march to the aid of the city. 

DoMEsTIC.—A severe storm prevailed along the 
southern coast of Texas and adjacent Mexico, on the 
12th and 13th inst., by which Brownsville and Mate 
moras suffered much damage. In the latter place tt 
is estimated that 300 houses were either demolished 
or unroofed. At Brazos the old light-house, the 
wharf and the quarantine station were destroyed, al 
the railroad damaged. The total pecuniary loss @ 
that region is estimated at $1,000,000. Some families 
lost everything. 





